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Religious bickerings had always been a source
of trouble, and they became acute after the arrival
of Miss Stanley's party. One nurse had to be
sent home for attempting to convert a patient.
Charges were frequently made that Protestant
nurses interfered "with the faith of Catholic
soldiers and vice versa, and Florence found the
investigation of such accusations one of the most
wearisome parts of her work. Innocent remarks
were twisted into invitations to adopt Protestant-
ism or Roman Catholicism, and fierce disputes
were engendered by rumours that a nurse had
said such-and-such a thing to a patient. Nor
were the religious convictions of the nurses them-
selves free from attack. One parson demanded
the dismissal of a nurse because she was a Socin-
ian.1 Another clergyman complained that a
nurse was distributing improper books among
the patients. But instead of pornographic litera-
ture, the nurse had distributed Keble's Christian

But Florence had great compensations in the
midst of these perplexities. Best of all was the
knowledge that she was saving lives. The soldiers
worshipped her for her service to them, and, as
a sign of their respect and affection, they kissed
her shadow when it fell across their beds. At
home, although the extent of her work was not
fhHy understood, her sacrifices were acknowledged,
and people of all classes, among them the Queen

Sodnus were theologians of the sixteenth
r, <wfaa tjugfa* ft doctrine Dot unlike that of the Unitariaas,